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Assignment 2
Question 1: Outline when and how Douglass broke free from slavery
Fredrick Douglass was a memoirist who was born without a mother and a father on a Maryland plantation. He was loaned to another Baltimore family where stayed throughout his formative years. As a result, he was lucky not to experience the mistreatment that his fellow slaves underwent including his relatives. However, after the death of his master, he was returned to the plantation. At the time, Thomas Auld owned the plantation, and he was known to be cruel to his subjects. Due to Douglass’s lack of experience in the plantation, he considered him a liability. 
Douglas was later loaned out to another plantation owner known as Freeland. At this stage, he became more determined to escape his oppressors. He made the first attempt during the Easter holidays in 1835 (Blight, 2016). Therefore, alongside his fellow slaves, they secretly assembled and decided to find a canoe and paddle up the Chesapeake. However, one member of the group snitched on them, and they were later arrested. Luckily, no evidence was found to establish that they planned the escape when he disposed of the freedom papers that he had forged. Douglas plotted to escape again with the use of freedom papers. He knew a man who would provide the papers although they never looked very official. The documents had a large American eagle emblazoned on top which he hoped would give him the much-needed freedom.    
Question 2: Discuss the most surprising part of Douglas narrative
The most surprising part of Douglas narrative was on his second attempt to escape. He knew someone who would assist him with sailor's protection papers. Even though the documents were not real freedom papers, they provided him with a reprieve to move out of Baltimore. Subsequently, he wore the borrowed sailor's garments and boarded the train out of Baltimore. He attempted to purchase an advance ticket, but luckily he went unnoticed by the conductor. At the time, all sailors regardless of the skin color were regarded as veterans and accorded the much-needed respect. Therefore, the conductor never had a glimpse of his documents before granting him a ticket. Along the way, Douglas was lucky to go through all the barricades unnoticed until he reached his destination, New York.  
Question 3: Outline what W.E.B Dubois meant by "double consciousness."
According to W.E.B Dubois, “double consciousness” refers to the feeling that an individual has more than one social identity. The feeling makes it challenging to formulate a sense of self. In his book, The Souls of Black Folk, he introduced his concept in 1903 commonly known as "double consciousness." The author felt that African Africans were often abused and were not considered equal to other Americans. Whereas the African American culture emphasized equality and dignity, they were oppressed and devalued. Due to this kind of "double consciousness," African Americans would view themselves from the perspective of both cultures. As a result, this made it challenging for them to unite the African-American roots with the American culture.
Question 4: Demonstrate how Dubois' sentiments and the idea still hold meaning today
In his book, The Souls of Black Folk, Dubois highlights how one’s esteem and identity is damaged due to negative perceptions and mistreatment from Caucasians. With such anti-black sentiments continue to shape the life experiences an average African American. These experiences are as a result of the stereotypes that are propagated by the mainstream culture. Dubois argues such prejudices make the minorities have doubt and become self-critical of them. Nowadays, double consciousness is still considered a relevant concept in society. Most people still have the fallacy that we are in a post-racial society even though biases and prejudice still exist (Du Bois, 2015). As a result, it is challenging for African Americans to sort out their concerns with double consciousness. 
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